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Message: “Why Don’t I Know My Gifts?” 1 

Let me tell you the story of two handymen.  They became good 

friends after meeting through a small group at the church.  Both were 
accomplished in their own way.  One worked on jet engines and had a 

lot of “how to” knowledge, skills, tools and experience.  The other was 

good at the design and management of projects, the kind of person 

willing to roll up their sleeves and put in a good day’s work. 

During a downturn in the economy, these two decided to start a 

handyman business together.  They liked working outdoors, and 
quickly found a niche.  There was a lot of tree trimming, patio repair and 

walkways needed in New England, where they lived.   

But, before working on someone else’s property, one of the partners 

suggested they do some tree work first.  It was a good way to practice 

and learn together, a good group activity.  There was a large tree in his 
front yard and one of the branches was growing over the roof.  He 

wanted to trim it back for safety.  

So they set out to trim the pine tree.  The one most familiar with the 
chainsaw would be on the ladder, cutting the branch.  The other manned 

the ropes and kept an eye on the house.  It was simple: using a double 

loop, the rope would offset the weight of the branch, supporting it during 
cutting and guiding it to the ground.  Both reviewed the steps and 

decided to proceed.  So far, so good. 

Then the snags came.  The person on the ladder didn’t think he could 
be tied while cutting, so he took off his safety harness.  Next, the guide 

rope kept catching, so they made it a single loop over a higher branch, 

unaware they no longer had leverage. Also they didn’t realize the branch 
weighed more than 800 pounds, while the person on the other end of the 

rope only weighed 180 pounds. 

I remember it vividly to this day.  Ted was cutting.  I was holding onto 
the rope.  The chain saw was roaring.  All of a sudden I heard, “Uh, oh 

… look out!”  The next thing I knew, the branch was crashing down and 

 
1 Material drawn from Don & Katie Fortune, “Discover Your God-Given Gifts,” Baker Publishing Group, 1987, 

2009 
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I was flying through the air at the end of a rope, headed for the tree.  

And all I could think was, “Where’s the chainsaw?!” 

One of the neighbors watched the whole thing unfold.  He told us so 
later, after he stopped laughing.  If you know who the Keystone Cops 

are, you get the picture.  And, in hindsight, it’s very amusing.  But, at the 

time, it was scary.  Other than a bad case of skin rash from bouncing off 
the tree trunk, I was unhurt.  Ted was safe in the tree.  And the house 

was unharmed. 

We learned a LOT of lessons.  First, we needed to be much more 
careful and, even when things were more cumbersome and time 

consuming, doing it right was important.  Next, we needed to 
communicate a lot more with each other.  We had gifts and abilities, but 

we didn’t really understand how to use them together.  We were putting 

ourselves and others in potential harm. 

We learned from the experience.  We learned when to back away from 

dangerous projects and how to approach difficult situations.  We became 

much better about communicating more clearly and more often.  And we 
found we were a lot better at stonework than we were at tree trimming.  

God provided and we worked together for two years, until other doors 

opened.  Praise God! 

Over the past couple of weeks, we’ve been exploring the spiritual 

gifts God gives to us.  Peter’s words, “Serve each other according to the 

gift [you have] received, as good managers of God’s diverse gifts.…  
Do this so that in everything God may be honored through Jesus Christ”  

(1 Peter 4:10- 11c), have served as the foundation for our study. 

God pours favor on us in the form of spiritual gifts to equip us for 

the work of being disciples who make disciples.  God called us to 

different roles and sends the Holy Spirit to go before us, be with us and 

work through us by grace. 

Last week we looked at the motivational gifts of perception, service, 

teaching, encouragement, giving, administration and compassion.  

We gained a better understanding of the gifts we have and the gifts 
others in our community of faith have as well.  One of the illustrations is 

a fresh baked pie.  It doesn’t matter how we cut the slices or how many 
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slices are cut, each has the same wonderful taste.  God’s spiritual gifts 

are all blessings to us, gifts of love. 

This week we’re going to look at how you can discover and explore 

your spiritual gifts.  It’s exciting to discover gifts or to find new ways 

our gifts manifest as we mature spiritually.  The inventory we provided 

as a handout or by email is a great way to start.  This inventory is 
focused on the motivational gifts, which are the basis for this series.  

There are other resources available.  I encourage you to try the one we 

offered, but it’s more important to do the inventory than not. 

Some of you may know your spiritual gifts.  They are different than 

your learned abilities.  This is a wonderful time to reaffirm them and see 
how you’ve grown.  Some of you have never thought about your gifts, 

so this is a new chapter in ways your faith operates.   

There are several reasons why you may not know your spiritual 

gifts.  Maybe you were never taught about them or the teaching you 

received was confusing.  Or maybe you aren’t being fed spiritually.  It’s 

hard to explore a spirit that’s starved.  For some, it may mean you’ve 
never received Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  While God gives gifts, 

they aren’t fully manifest until we receive the Holy Spirit, who comes to 

live in us when we are saved. 

There are obstacles that can block the flow of our spiritual gifts.  

Just like debris in a river can block the flow of water, the debris in our 

soul can block the living water Christ offers.  The most common kind of 
blockage is fear.  Fear incapacitates us.  When we’re filled with fear, 

we’re prevented from developing the full potential of our gifts.  Maybe 

we were raised in a negative environment or our life is filled with life-
stealing obstacles.  These limit us.  But there is good news.  Jesus frees 

us from our old ways and, with counseling and help, we can be healthy. 

Anger can block the flow of your gifts.  Anger is our response to being 
abused, wounded or rejected.  If anger isn’t resolved, it will either be 

expressed in some rebellious or violent way, or suppressed in ways that 

can lead to depression or even self-harm.  We can end up in a prison of 
our own making (Matthew 5:21-16).  If you’re struggling with anger, let 

me offer three steps to help you dislodge the obstacle: completely 
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forgive those who angered you, go to God for deliverance and spend 

some time in healing prayer. 

Some of the other ways we can impede our spiritual gifts include 
trying to be someone other than who we are, poor self-image, being 

irresponsible and sin, which distorts us and prevents us from fully living 

into the will of God.   

There’s a simple way to measure whether you’re using your 

spiritual gift or not: joy is the byproduct of living into your gift.  

Frustration is the result of trying to live outside it.  We always find joy 
when we’re doing the will of God.  Frustration comes when we try to go 

our own way.  We don’t seek joy as a goal or end.  But, as you live more 

and more into your spiritual gifts, you’ll have more joy. 

You may be doing everything else just right in your life, but if you 

aren’t in touch with the power of the Holy Spirit, you’re missing the 
great, dynamic energy of the spirit.  It’s freely available to all who 

believe.  It’s part of our joint inheritance as siblings of Christ.  It’s ours 

for the asking.  The Holy Spirit wants to be released into our lives to 
become the well of living water, the sap flowing and nourishing us as we 

abide in the vine.  The more you embrace the Holy Spirit, the purer and 

more effective your motivational gifts will be.  May God richly bless 

you as you explore and use your spiritual gifts. 

Next week, we will look at how to live into our spiritual gifts as persons 

in a community. 

Let us pray: 

God of love and grace, we thank you for the gifts you give us and ask 

they might be dedicated to strengthening your church for the making of 
disciples. May we have a willingness to “learn to do good; seek justice, 

rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, and plead for the widow,” so 

our gifts are not futile or dormant, but meaningful and active. Open our 
ears to hear what pleases you and open our eyes to see the opportunities 

for us to pray, be present, give, serve and witness all around us.  

We pray in Christ’s name. Amen. 
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Psalm 1:1-3 (CEB) 

The truly happy person 

    doesn’t follow wicked advice, 
    doesn’t stand on the road of sinners, 

    and doesn’t sit with the disrespectful. 

Instead of doing those things, 
    these persons love the Lord’s Instruction, 

    and they recite God’s Instruction day and night! 

They are like a tree replanted by streams of water, 
    which bears fruit at just the right time 

    and whose leaves don’t fade. 

        Whatever they do succeeds. 

 

Colossians 3:12-17 (CEB) 
Therefore, as God’s choice, holy and loved, put on compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Be tolerant with each other 

and, if someone has a complaint against anyone, forgive each other. As 
the Lord forgave you, so also forgive each other. And over all these 

things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. The peace of 

Christ must control your hearts - a peace into which you were called in 
one body. And be thankful people. The word of Christ must live in you 

richly. Teach and warn each other with all wisdom by singing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts. Whatever you do, whether in speech or action, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus and give thanks to God the Father through him. 

 


