Placentia UMC

Message: True Wisdom?!

What is wisdom? Wisdom is a desirable quality. Google defines it as
“the soundness of an action or decision with regard to the application of
experience, knowledge, and good judgment.”? Those are great words,
but difficult to understand or follow. Wisdom is different from
knowledge, which involves information. Have you ever heard the term
“common sense”? That’s a good way to describe wisdom.

What does it mean to be wise, to live wisely? Last week, we looked at
ways the American Dream has become the American Nightmare. We
considered two problems - affluenza and credit-itis, which reflect a
deeper, spiritual issue: our unwillingness to trust God. In a nutshell, the
more we try to keep up with our neighbors, borrow against our future,
enjoy more than we can afford and indulge ourselves, the more we’re
robbed of our joy, made slaves to debt and desire, and kept from
following Jesus wholly and completely.

Jesus tells us we need a heart change. We need to pray for God to
help us be who God wants us to be, free from temptation and things
binding and limiting our lives. When we seek God, we begin to sense a
higher calling, a call to live simply and with generosity. There are
benefits: as we free ourselves from debt and unhealthy desires, we’ll
find ways to make a difference in the world. Life has meaning. We’re
able to do good in Jesus’ name when we let God work in us. That leads
us to wisdom.

The Bible has a lot to say about sophia, the Greek word for wisdom.
The book of Proverbs is filled with wisdom sayings. Proverbs 3:13-14,
“Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding,
for her income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold.”
Wisdom is priceless. It’s the gift Solomon asked God for when he
became king over all Israel. Proverbs 4:7-8 teaches, “The beginning of
wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and whatever else you get, get insight. Prize
her highly, and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you embrace
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her.” That’s a bit of a “you’ll know it when you see it” answer, but
there’s a truth revealed there. Wisdom is gained with practice.

Pastor Greg Laurie uses an illustration related to flying to teach
wisdom. Most of us have been on an airplane and heard the flight
attendant briefing. You know how it goes: “In the event there is an
emergency, oxygen masks will drop from the ceiling. If you’re traveling
with small children, put your oxygen mask on before you put your
child’s mask on them.” That’s wise advice. Why? It’s simple:

if you aren’t getting enough oxygen to think clearly, you could pass out
before you help your child, which would be bad for both of you.

In the same way, if you aren’t doing what is important spiritually,
then others aren’t going to listen to you. If you don’t read your Bible
and pray, why would your child want to? If you don’t go to church
regularly, why would your spouse want to? If you don’t follow good
financial practices, how would teach them to someone else? If you
never serve others with love, when would those who are lost ever see
you loving your neighbor? If you never invite anyone to church or share
your experience of God, how would we know you’re spiritually mature?
Today’s generation is very aware of the ways we adults don’t “walk the
talk.” Authentic, genuine faith is a requirement. Without it, we’re
quickly classified as those who embody the “do what I say, not what I
do” mentality and are then ignored.

We grow spiritually when we’re active in our faith, when our love
for others is seen in what we say and do. That’s what generous living
means. In the 1997 movie “Good Will Hunting,” Matt Damon’s
character — Will Hunting, is brilliant and gifted, but he lacks experience
and direction in life. He needs wisdom. God gives all of us spiritual
gifts. Everyone: those online and sitting here, our spouses, children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren and extended family members and
friends have gifts. What we often lack is the experience and direction to
use those gifts to make a difference in our life and the lives of others.

The Bible makes an important distinction regarding wisdom.
Paraphrasing James: “There are two kinds of wisdom: earthly,
unspiritual wisdom and heavenly, spiritual wisdom. Earthly wisdom
shows up when we re envious, selfishly ambitious, surrounded by chaos
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and indulging ourselves in unhealthy things. Spiritual wisdom shows up
when we 're, first of all, pure — when we keep our mind, body and heart
free from unhealthy, immoral things. What follows is peace, gentleness,
a willingness to yield. We re full of mercy and good spiritual fruits,
without partiality or hypocrisy” (James 3:13-17).

Earthly wisdom teaches us how to do unhealthy things well.

We learn how to get ahead even if means we lie, cheat, steal and then
follow up with “trash talk.” Earthly wisdom teaches us the end justifies
the means. Spiritual wisdom teaches us how to do healthy things well.
We “walk the talk.” We learn how to be honest, loyal and honorable,
living with dignity and respect. We learn how to be disciples of Jesus
serving God in all ways. The means and the end are important in the
kingdom of God. The way we follow Jesus impacts our witness to
God’s love.

How do we find spiritual wisdom? Proverbs 2 gives us a lot of help
(paraphrase), “If you accept God’s Word and value the commandments,
listening with your ears and heart, asking and seeking insight, God will
give you wisdom, knowledge and understanding. Then you'll
understand what it is to be right with God, to seek justice and know
God'’s promise. Your heart will be filled with wisdom, your soul will be
content and you 'll be guided by prudence and understanding.”

The source of wisdom is found first in Scripture, second in the teaching
and traditions of our church, third in the experiences of God we share
with each other, and then in the way we reason and make decisions.
When our conscience is informed by God’s Word, we’re being wise.
When we make decisions in this way, we can be sure we’re on the right
track. Rather than going with our gut, acting on impulse, or just seeking
our own way, we’re diligent. Proverbs 21:5 affirms this, “The plans of
the diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes
only to want.”

| have a question: if wisdom is so desirable, why don’t we all have it?
Why do we hold back? I believe the answer is related to fear. We’re
very aware of our limits. We only have a certain number of years of life.
Our bodies are subject to illness, disease, overuse and exhaustion. Our
minds can be forgetful, confused, tired and filled with anxiety. We’re a
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walking encyclopedia of faults, fears and feelings. And, because we
often feel like we’re alone, we worry and we’re afraid.

Do your fears ever get the best of you? Pastor Joel Osteen tells a story
about a time when worry got the best of him. He lives in a suburb with
his wife and children. A few years ago, the city decided to put speed
bumps in their neighborhood. Joel and his wife thought it was a great
idea, since they had young children. That is, until they did some
research. They found out the city was going to put up a big sign
warning people about the speed bumps. It looked like the sign was going
right in the middle of their front yard!

As you might expect, this was a cause of some worry and concern.
Joel thought about it and thought about it until he finally came up with
an answer: a tree. He’d plant a tree in their yard to block the view of the
sign from the house. The sign would be there, but they wouldn’t have to
look at it. So he went out and bought an 8-foot tree. He planted it in the
middle of their yard, a very odd spot. He diligently began to water and
feed the tree, worrying about how it would grow, how tall it would get
and whether or not it would really block the sign. It became known as
“the worry tree.” Two years later, the city finally came through and put
in the speed bumps. By then, the tree was 10-feet tall. However, to
Joel’s surprise, the city put the sign in another yard, four houses down!
All the time, money and effort was put into worry for more than two
years. And it was all for nothing.

Joel says, “Are you waiting for your circumstances in life to line up
just right before you’ll have peace? Well, you may be waiting your
whole life! The truth is, life is full of ups and downs. Every day we have
opportunities to get upset, be worried and live offended. Many people
live life worried each day, but most often, these worries never even
happen. Instead, all worry does is rob us of our joy, creativity and focus.
Jesus tells us there’s a better way to live in Matthew 6:34, ‘Don’t worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will have enough worries of its own.’
We’re not supposed to go through life weighted down by worry, stress
and anxiety. God is bigger than your circumstance. As you release your
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cares to God and enter into God’s rest, you’ll live life with greater joy,
ease and fulfillment.”

What’s your worry tree? Is it your job? Iliness? Money? A family
member? Those are all valid reasons to be concerned. But what good
comes out of worrying about them? Jesus tells us we can’t add even one
inch to our life by worrying (Matthew 6:27). Too often we try to live
with one foot in the past and one foot in the future. Live in the present,
here and now. The same God who was for us in the past and who will
be with us for all of eternity is present with us, today.

Place your cares and concerns on Jesus. He’s ready and willing to
help us. Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”
(Matthew 11:28-30). Jesus was born as a baby in a manger so God could
show us how deep God’s love is for us. God became human to show us
his willingness to be with us when we’re fearful, when we suffer, when
we hurt and when we die. God is present with us when we’re fearful
and vulnerable. That’s when God’s perfect love is strongest, because it
drives our fears away, giving us comfort and “the peace which passes all
understanding” (2 Cor. 12:9; 1 John 4:6). That’s spiritual wisdom.

How does spiritual wisdom apply to our lives? Spiritual wisdom is a
key to living life with peace and joy. Those with spiritual wisdom have
a purpose in life. They aren’t adrift, looking for direction but seem to
always land on their feet. One of the questions we often ask ourselves
1s, “Where did all our time and money go?” Wisdom helps us
understand and make good choices. Those with spiritual wisdom know
where their money is going and how they spend their time.

Sadly, the more we have and make, the more we tend to waste.
It seems the more secure we become, the less we worry about spending
here and there. We waste a dollar on this or that, and we forget where it
went. Money just seems to flow through our fingers. We’re not as
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careful with our time as we should be. There are many ways we waste
time, but I’d bet most of us spend too much time in front of the
television, on our smart phones or other ways, like playing video games
or social media.

I’m not condemning any of those things. They aren’t bad. It’s not
necessary to eliminate these things all together, but we should think
more carefully about how we spend our time, money and abilities. For
example, are we spending time really talking to our family members?
There are a number of studies showing most spouses speak to each other
about their relationship for less than thirty minutes a week. I’m not
telling you this to make you feel bad, but to give you an example of how
we need to rethink our priorities and where we might choose differently.

Let’s begin by setting worthy goals. Being able to accomplish the
greater purposes God has for our lives requires some measure of
planning. Taking the time to set goals related to our lives and our
finances is crucial if we’re to become wise stewards of our God-given
resources. | invite you to pray about your life purpose and goals, and
then identify two short-term financial goals, two mid-range financial
goals, and two long-term financial goals aimed at helping you to
accomplish your broader life purpose. At least one goal in each category
should relate specifically to your faith.

God wants us to be clear about our purpose and calling. Society tells
us our life purpose is to consume: to make as much money as possible
and spend it. Jesus tells us we’re created to care for God’s creation.
We’re created to love God and love our neighbors as ourselves. We’re
created to care for our families and those in need. We’re created to
glorify God, seek justice with peace, and do mercy. God gives us time,
money and abilities to help us fulfill our calling. Let’s use our resources
to help care for our families and others in our community - to serve
Christ and the world through everyday opportunities. We have a life
purpose that’s greater than our own self-interests, and how we spend our
God-given resources reflects our love of God and our neighbor.

| invite you to seek spiritual wisdom in your relationship with God.
The covenant relationship we began at our baptism spans five aspects of
our life. We dedicate to God our prayer, presence, giving, service and
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witness. | invite you to pray for God to give you insight and spiritual
wisdom this week, so you may more fully live your covenant with Jesus
and share God’s love with the world.
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Let us pray,

Lord, help me to be the person you want me to be today. Take away the
desires that shouldn 't be there, and help me be single-minded in my
focus and pursuit of you. Help me to follow you and be transformed by
your love so | may serve others with that same love and devotion.

In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

James 3:13-17 (CEB)

Are any of you wise and understanding? Show that your actions are
good with a humble lifestyle that comes from wisdom. However, if you
have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, then stop
bragging and living in ways that deny the truth. This is not the wisdom
that comes down from above. Instead, it is from the earth, natural and
demonic. Wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there is
disorder and everything that is evil. What of the wisdom from above?
First, it is pure, and then peaceful, gentle, obedient, filled with mercy
and good actions, fair, and genuine.
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