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Message: “Perspective”  

Have you ever wanted something so much you’d go to extreme 

measures to get it?  Most of us had times when we wanted something, 
but it just didn’t seem like it was in the cards.  I remember one time 

vividly. 

You see, I was a mediocre musician when I was young.  I played the 
cornet, but wasn’t really all that interested.  One day, the director gave 

me an opportunity to play with the top players.  I was hooked.  I wanted 

more of the experience.  The musicality was amazing.  So I began to 
practice, spending hours on my own, with the teacher and others.   

I eventually worked my way up to second chair in the top group.   

That’s when reality set it, thanks to Dan.  He was the first chair.  And 

Dan was GOOD.  He made the All-State band all four years of high 

school.  Dan even decided to try out for the All-State orchestra, which 
wasn’t a big thing in our town, and made it two years straight.  When no 

one could sight-read a piece, Dan could.  When no one could figure out 

a rhythm, Dan could.  When no one could reach the high notes, Dan 
could.  I remember playing an orchestra piece as a concert band.  They 

gave the trumpet section a violin part.  It was complex … and you got it.  

Out of nine players, only one could play the part: Dan. 

I remember walking out of the regional tryouts my senior year.   

Dan was there.  He said, “Did you play better than me?”  I thought it 

was an odd question, but I answered truthfully, “No, probably not.”  
“Then you didn’t make it, because I didn’t play my best.”  And, sure 

enough, that was the case.  It was a sober realization of a hard truth.   

The gifts and abilities God gives us are designed to help us become 

who God made us to be.  Comparing them to others or using them as a 

measure of our value isn’t what God intended.  We don’t need to be 

jealous of others … or of God. 

This has been true in my life.  You see, one of the gifts I do have is for 

intellectual pursuits, like math and science.  Even though I couldn’t live 

the life of a professional musician, I found meaning and purpose in the 
development of ideas which made lives better in other ways.   
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I learned to ask “why?” and this still serves me today.  We don’t need to 

compete with others.  God gives us gifts for a purpose (Isaiah 55:8-11). 

Rather than asking what gifts you wish you had, I think a better 

question is, “What gifts did God give you?”  During this series, we’re 

going to look at what spiritual gifts are, how they help us, how to figure 

out what your gifts are and then how to use them.  We’re going to give 
you an inventory so you can figure out what your gifts are.  And we’ll 

end with a survey so you can tell us a bit about your gifts and interests.  

So let’s get started. 

Today, we’re going to start with perspective.  We’re going to look at 

the purpose and types of gifts we receive from God. So let’s start with a 

fundamental question. 

What are spiritual gifts? The language used in scripture to describe 

spiritual gifts helps us to see what they are and the reason why God gave 
them to us.  The Greek word is charisma (χάρισμα), a word we know in 

English.  It implies a person has a “compelling attractiveness or charm 

that can inspire devotion in others.”1  We often think of it as a person’s 

appearance or manner, but it goes deeper.  

It's interesting to note the definition doesn’t stray too far from the 

scriptural meaning.  Dictionaries also give this definition, “A divinely 
conferred power or talent.”2  So a charism is a divine favor, the 

manifestation of divine power.  Charism is the root of the word 

forgiveness – think about that!  Peter saw it as a special gift, an 

endowment designed to build up the assembly (1 Peter 4:10).  

A charism divinely empowers a believer to share God's work with 

others.  We translate it as spiritual gift, but we shouldn’t limit it.   
Charisma aren’t singular gifts, they are plural, meaning we have 

multiple endowments.  Also charisma aren’t given for personal glory.  

God gives us charisma for the purpose of Spirit-empowered service to 

the Church to carry out God’s plan for all people. 

Jesus said, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses ….” (Acts 1:8, ESV).  The gifts we 

 
1 Google source: Oxford languages, https://languages.oup.com/google-dictionary-en/  
2 Ibid 

https://languages.oup.com/google-dictionary-en/
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receive from God are for the purpose of making disciples, transforming 

the world, one life at a time. 

So we’re given spiritual gifts for a purpose.  Rick Warren got it.  It’s 
the foundation for his book The Purpose-Driven Life.  I encourage you 

to read it, if you ever have the chance.  God’s favor isn’t just to help us 

in a tough spot or to make us understand mysteries of the ages or to help 
us be more comfortable.  God’s favor is bestowed on us, built into our 

very design, into the image of God we reflect, for God’s purpose.  And 

this purpose is to be part of saving all people and all of creation.   

What a great calling and blessing we’re given!  And it’s clear why 

comparing gifts doesn’t make sense.  We’re ALL God’s children and we 

all have a part to play in God’s kingdom, right here and right now. 

This raises another point: there’s a difference between roles and 

spiritual gifts.  Most of you know these verses from Ephesians 4,  
“God has given grace to each one of us measured out by the gift that is 

given by Christ …. God gave some apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, and some pastors and teachers.  His purpose was to equip 
God’s people for the work of serving and building up the body of 

Christ until we all reach the unity of faith and knowledge of God’s Son” 

(vv7,11-13).  The five roles – apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and 
teacher, are ministries God calls us to serve.  These are sometimes called 

ministry gifts, but they’re really roles. 

Let’s set the roles aside for now.  This leaves us with two sets of 
prospective spiritual gifts, one in 1 Corinthians 12:7-10 and the other in 

Romans 12:6-8.  The first set are called manifestation gifts.  They 

include the gifts of wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, 

prophecy, discerning of spirits, tongues and interpretation of tongues. 

These gifts are expressions of the power of the Holy Spirit.  It’s like 

water running through a pipe to a thirsty person, who takes a drink.  The 
pipe isn’t the recipient of the water, only the conduit.  Paul is describing 

how the Holy Spirit works through us to touch other people.  We have 

no say over when and where the Spirit will act and we don’t possess the 

power.  This is truly God’s divine favor.  



Placentia UMC “Gifts from God” series 
 

Pastor Eric O. Schmidt Page 4 of 5                              August 7, 2022 

The third set of gifts is called motivational gifts.3  They’re the focus 

of this series.  Paul wrote, “We have different gifts consistent with God’s 

grace that has been given to us. If your gift is prophecy, you should 
prophesy in proportion to your faith. If your gift is service, devote 

yourself to serving. If your gift is teaching, devote yourself to teaching.  

If your gift is encouragement, devote yourself to encouraging. The one 
giving should do it with no strings attached. The leader should lead with 

passion. The one showing mercy should be cheerful” (Romans 12:6-8). 

These are the charisma described by both Peter and Paul.  They are 
the gifts we employ to benefit one another.  Paul makes a particular 

point about our need to use our gifts, not let them remain dormant.   

The spiritual gifts we possess equip us for ministry, so let’s use 

them.  God gives us all the gifts we need to be fruitful.  They’re part of 

us to be used for the benefit of others and give glory to God.  They’re 
grace gifts.  We don’t deserve or earn them.  But God loves us so much, 

God gives them to us.  They motivate our lives, and even shape our 

personalities.  We’ll look at this more in the upcoming weeks. 

You’ve heard about the purpose and types of gifts God gives.   

So what?  Why does it matter?  This is an important question.  It lies at 

the heart of what we believe and how we choose to live.  Because God 
gives us free will, we can choose to use our motivational gifts for good, 

or we can choose to neglect them, or we can even choose to abuse them.  

Spiritual abuse does happen.  We’ll spend time over the next few weeks 
understanding more about our spiritual gifts and why it’s important to 

use them according to the will of God.   

Peter gives us the core verses for our reflection.  “Serve each other 
according to the gift each person has received, as good managers of 

God’s diverse gifts. … Do this so that in everything God may be honored 

through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 4:10, 11c). 

Our spiritual gifts are expressed in our thoughts, words and deeds.  

You may remember this phrase.  It’s a reminder of our place.  We are 

God’s children, called and equipped for meaningful lives helping others.  

May God richly bless you as you embrace your gifts. 

 
3 Don & Katie Fortune, “Discover Your God-Given Gifts,” Baker Publishing Group, 1987, 2009 
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Isaiah 55:8-11 (CEB) 

My plans aren’t your plans, 

nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways, 

    and my plans than your plans. 
Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky 

        and don’t return there without watering the earth, 

        making it conceive and yield plants 
        and providing seed to the sower and food to the eater, 

    so is my word that comes from my mouth; 
        it does not return to me empty. 

        Instead, it does what I want, 

        and accomplishes what I intend. 

1 Peter 4:8-11 (CEB) 

Above all, show sincere love to each other, because love brings about 

the forgiveness of many sins. Open your homes to each other without 
complaining. And serve each other according to the gift each person has 

received, as good managers of God’s diverse gifts. Whoever speaks 

should do so as those who speak God’s word. Whoever serves should do 
so from the strength that God furnishes. Do this so that in everything 

God may be honored through Jesus Christ. To him be honor and power 

forever and always. Amen. 

 


