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Message: “The Way” 

There’s a story of an American tourist in Germany. The tourist had 

no knowledge of German whatsoever and wandered off the tourist trail.   
They found themselves in a small village where they were having 

trouble making themselves understood. They were about to panic when 

they had a sneezing fit. A person passing by smiled nodded and said, 
“Gesundheit!” The American rushed after them and declared,  

“O good, you speak English!” 

We all long for a familiar sound, for the language of home. We long 
for a connection in good times, but particularly when we’re facing 

unfamiliar situations. The familiar was heard on Pentecost morning. 
That’s what the languages offered those passing by. So, they stopped 

and listened. Some wondered and, I suspect, hoped. Others were more 

cynical. “They must be drunk!” they shouted. If there’s an alcoholic 

beverage allowing you to speak in foreign languages, that’s news to me. 

You’d think Peter’s defense would be easy.  “Drinking teaches you 

languages, intelligible languages?  Nonsense. You’re the ones talking 
crazy!” But that wasn’t his defense. Instead, he went with the “It’s only 

9 a.m.” defense. It’s too early to be drunk! Or as Bishop Will Willimon 

noted in a sermon, “Peter said, ‘We’re not drunk ... yet.’” 

The tongues weren’t quite like fire.  They weren’t tongues either.  

They’re some visible manifestation of an invisible presence. It was one, 

yet divided and settling on each, says Luke in his struggle for words. It 
was one presence, one sound, and it was heard by each, who then echoed 

the sound, so more heard. It wasn’t an experience to keep to yourself, 

that much is plain. It was meant to be shared. It was meant to connect 

people together. 

Pentecost is the building of community. It’s overcoming differences 

and making connections. It’s building up the assembly so we become 
more than a group gathered because of common interests.  We become 

the church, a means of grace. Pentecost reminds us this is a small world, 

and wherever you go, you’re likely to find members of your church 

family gathered around the living Word led by the winds of the Spirit. 
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Many of you have traveled around the U.S. and overseas, like 

Esperanza and me.  Long trips are often tiring and isolating, and that 

was before COVID protocols were in place.  For example, I remember 
traveling to Japan.  After 19 hours on a plane, it was a relief to be on 

solid ground.  The country was beautiful and the people interesting, but 

it took some time to adjust.   

One of the biggest things I had to get used to was breakfast.   

I remember exploring the options.  Dried fish didn’t seem appealing.  

Nor did the noodles on a hot dog bun with some sort of fish sauce.   
I was able to find fruit and tea.  The day I found a place serving an 

American breakfast was the day I felt a connection.  I quickly got to 
know the staff and the people who came each morning.  We shared our 

experiences and a bit about our lives. Relationships formed.  The 

familiar gave us a sense of direction and common ground to build on. 

I think that’s what happened on the first Pentecost day after Jesus’ 

resurrection and ascension.  9:00 am is mid-morning in a farming 

community.  For most people, it was a day off work.  Pentecost was a 
well-known harvest festival, 50 days after Passover.  Jews celebrated the 

first harvest and gave thanks.  Jerusalem was filled with people from 

diverse backgrounds, in town to make an offering at the temple and 

perhaps make a deal for some freshly harvested grain.   

No one knew what was about to happen, not even the believers 

gathered in a house.  They were lost, isolated and feeling alone.  They 
needed something – someone, to connect them.  Their lives needed to be 

disrupted in a good way.   

In a mysterious way that can’t really be explained, God reached out 

and touched them.  The tongues resting over individuals are personal 

while being part of the Spirit, showing us that we are simultaneously 

individuals while being part of a greater whole, the body of believers.  
That’s what a church, a congregation, is. God’s Spirit went out first to 

believers and then to those who came to find out what was going on, and 

then to those passing by.  What was the noise?  What’s happening?  
Wait, how come I’m hearing you speaking flawlessly in my native 

language?  How can you do that? What are you saying to me?   
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Practical divinity is the term John Wesley used to describe such 

things.  The divine hand of God reached out, gifting those who believed 

with a fully manifest gift: the Holy Spirit dwelling in them.  Practically, 
they were able to speak to others in their own language, their native 

tongue.  God’s grace is always setting us aside for God’s purpose, but it 

meets people where they are, in very practical ways.  

It's like one of you speaking fluent Tagalog or Cantonese or 

Spanish, while having had no previous ability to do so.  That’s both 

practical and divine.  It’s practical because makes a connection based on 
something familiar – they way we listen and speak.  The gift has a divine 

purpose: passing a spiritual blessing on through the invitation to be 
saved.  There’s meaning and purpose to what transpires. We find 

common ground, a connection.  And the presence of the Holy Spirit in 

such a dynamic way empowers God’s kin-dom.  This takes the work 

Jesus began to the next level. 

Was it effective?  You can judge for yourselves.  At the beginning of 

the day, Luke tells us there were 120 believers (Acts 1:15).  These were 
probably the men who gathered, so you need to include families and 

others.  After the Spirit went out, there were more than 3,000 new 

believers by the end of the day.  Billions have come to faith since. 

God didn’t just make a big noise and help people to talk to one 

another, as some sort of reverse-Babel.  With God Almighty, Jesus 

sent the Holy Spirit to come and be with us, as persons within a 
community of faith.  It’s hard to express the magnitude of this gift to our 

lives.  We’ve grown up with the gift.  Those who went before didn’t 

have the gift of God’s Spirit available in this way.  They may have been 
visited or received glimpses of the Spirit.  But to have God’s Spirit 

manifest inside our soul as a spiritual teacher, guide, protector and 

intercessor?  All we need do is believe. That’s unheard of.  Praise God! 

It’s two thousand years later.  The world has changed.  Yet, we’ve 

facing the same kind of chaos, doubt and uncertainty Peter called out in 

his message.  And human nature hasn’t changed.  The more things 
change, the more they stay the same.  The Holy Spirit disrupted people’s 

lives, inside and outside the church, on that Pentecost Sunday.   
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And this gets to a point I want to make today.  According to the June 

3rd edition of The New York Times,1 there have been 18 mass shootings 

in the U.S. since the beginning of 2022.  Shootings where four or more 
people are killed are designated as mass shootings.  Here are the 

locations and dates: Baltimore (Jan. 19), Milwaukee & Inglewood (Jan. 

23), St. Louis (Jan. 29), Corsicana (Feb. 5), Sacramento (Feb. 28), 
Baltimore (March 12), Fayetteville & Norfolk (March 19), Sacramento 

(April 3), Duluth (April 20), Mountain View (April 21), Biloxi (April 

27), Clarkston (May 8), Buffalo (May 14), Uvalde (May 24), Stanwood 
(May 27) and Tulsa (June 1).  And this doesn’t include at least 60 other 

shootings that left three people dead.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer: save us from ourselves!  

Our lives and the world as we know it are being disrupted.  Violence 

is at an all-time high.  Climate change is upon us.  COVID is present. 
Our leaders are more concerned about their own power and influence 

than they are for the people they serve.  The list could go on and on.  

Bad disruptions continue because of our poor choices. 

We need a good disruption in our lives.  We may or may not admit it, 

but we want (& need) God to act.  We need to be saved, our family 

needs to be saved, our neighbors need to be saved and so does everyone 
else, no matter where they live or what they believe.  There is a way to 

change the world, but we must choose to embrace it. 

John Wesley argued salvation is a present reality.  You don’t have to 
wait until you die to be made perfect in love, like Jesus.  Your life can 

change and the lives of others can change by the power of love, here and 

now.  You get to choose.  The disruption God will make in our lives 
when we believe and embrace the Holy Spirit has the power to change 

the world for the better. 

Wesley asked questions to help others see the good disruption God 

makes in our lives.  The gift of salvation and the blessing of the Holy 

Spirit is God’s gift to us now - in this life, in this world. The founder of 

Methodism invites us to believe the God who saves us in this life will be 
faithful and supply the grace we need to become the persons God 

 
1 David Leonhardt and Ian Prasad Philbrick “Again and Again,” The Morning, The New York Times, June 3, 2022 
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created us to be, in the full image and likeness of Christ.  Faith applies to 

our lives.  If we don’t believe this, then why are we gathered here and 

what are we doing?  We have a social gospel, but it relies on a 

foundation of belief. 

If we don’t expect to be able to love as Jesus loved, how can we help 

others change their lives?  Wesley believed we must be people who 
believe and trust God.  I firmly believe this, too.  If we are going to help 

people increase their faith, confirm their hope, and be perfected in love – 

changing their lives, then we need to have walked the path ourselves, as 
persons within a community of faith. You need to trust God will be 

faithful to the promises made in Scripture and the Baptismal Covenant.  
That’s what it means to be a follower of the way, to be a disciple, to 

witness and share your faith, speaking openly and boldly. 

The Holy Spirit is at work and speaking to us.  By God’s grace, we 

have the call and the power to disrupt the world in a good way. 

How will you act? 
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Acts 2:1-21 (CEB) 

When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one 

place. Suddenly a sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to 

be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of them. They were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the 

Spirit enabled them to speak. 

There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. When they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were 
mystified because everyone heard them speaking in their native 

languages. They were surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all 
the people who are speaking Galileans, every one of them? How then 

can each of us hear them speaking in our native language? Parthians, 

Medes, and Elamites; as well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews 

and converts to Judaism), Cretans and Arabs - we hear them declaring 
the mighty works of God in our own languages!” They were all 

surprised and bewildered. Some asked each other, “What does this 

mean?” Others jeered at them, saying, “They’re full of new wine!” 

Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and 

declared, “Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen 

carefully to my words! These people aren’t drunk, as you suspect; after 
all, it’s only nine o’clock in the morning! Rather, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 

In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy.  Your young will see visions.  

Your elders will dream dreams.  Even upon my servants, men and 

women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 
I will cause wonders to occur in the heavens above and signs on the 

earth below, blood and fire and a cloud of smoke.  The sun will be 

changed into darkness, and the moon will be changed into blood, before 
the great and spectacular day of the Lord comes. 

And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 


